
Newsletter November 29th, 2018 - Issue No 38 
Also available on our website @ www.narnargoonps.vic.edu.au                                       

 
 From the Principal’s Desk:  

Nar Nar Goon Primary School 
27 Spencer St,  Nar Nar Goon  3812   Phone:  5942 5311 

 
nar.nar.goon.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au      www.narnargoonps.vic.edu.au 

STUDENT ATTENDANCE: 
At this late stage of the year, I would like to thank the whole school community for the way you have embraced the new Department 
of Education regulations and processes in regards to student attendance throughout this second half of the year. Thanks largely to 
your diligence and insistence that children need to attend school regularly, our attendance data has been outstanding this year,       
evidenced by our School Performance Report: To date, we have had 87% of our students with high to medium attendance throughout 
the year. In addition to this positive data, almost all parents are now ensuring that when their child is absent, it is reported to the 
school BEFORE 9:30 am and almost everyone is using our website notification process. Once again – thank you!  The next area for 
improvement is with our late arrivals and early departures. Unfortunately our data is not as positive here. I understand that the traffic 
out the front of the school can be frustrating and it is very tempting to pick the children up early to avoid this congestion, but in the 
scheme of things, being a little held up is a small compromise to pay to ensure your children can take full advantage of every minute 
of the school day. Don’t forget that you are setting the example: the research clearly shows that if children see you are not valuing the 
importance of arriving on time and remaining for the full day, they will follow suit in their adult lives.  
FORTUNE GARDEN: 
The official opening of the Fortune Garden at Friday afternoon’s assembly was a wonderful celebration and a terrific way to say 
thank you to the members of the Fortune family. All six siblings were in attendance with their wives/husbands and they were      
overwhelmed by the thank you cards and tributes that the children gave to them on the day. Despite the pouring rain, Jacqui Cutler 
and myself were able to take them for a tour of the garden and their response was “Mum and Dad (Bob and Rae Fortune) would be 
so pleased”. Below is a copy of the speech that Brenda delivered to the children on the day as well as some photos to capture the 
official opening.  
Address to children and School Community of Nar Nar Goon Primary  
School Friday 23rd November, 2018. 
Good afternoon everyone. It’s nice to be here with you today. The Nar Nar Goon Primary School was once   
located on the Seven Mile Road but due to flooding it was decided to locate it elsewhere.  Eighty years ago, 
our Granny, Elizabeth Jane Fortune, donated three acres of land for the purpose of a public school; where 
your school is today. With our parents, Bob and Rae Fortune, we lived next door to the school house where 
the Principals and their families lived.  Mum and Dad continued their friendships with many of them well 
after they’d left Nar Nar Goon.  Dad tossed lots of balls back over the fence over many years! Mum and Dad 
were involved in their school community. As their children - Brenda, Dawn, Neil, Kaye, Glenys and Ian, we 
attended this School about sixty years ago.  The school looked very different then, with only two classrooms 
- one for Prep and Grades 1 to 2 and the other for grades 3 to 6.  A big shelter shed stood where the main 
school is today. Our parents, Bob and Rae Fortune, died a few years ago and it was their wish to gift some 
land to this school for a passive area.  The “Passive Garden Competition” was a winner. Your great ideas.  
Well done to the winner, Joel Russo.  We are delighted that you have completed a wonderful spot which no 
doubt will be well used. Our thanks to the many people involved in its completion, especially your Principal 
Mrs Van Lambaart who embraced this project from our first meeting.  Mum and Dad’s idea has been well     
implemented and we wish you lots of good times in this area. Thank you. 
 

 
I would like to say a very heart felt thank you to Kerry Harley and her family for the donation of the volcanic rocks that have been 
placed in the “river bed”, Dave McKenzie for the donation of the wooden fruit boxes which will be future fruit and vegetable planter 
boxes and to Paul Bigotto (and Geoff) for his coordination of the project, his inspiration and ideas and his donation of plants and ma-
terials. Jacqui Cutler has also been instrumental in managing the project. The garden will continue to evolve next year and into the 
future so if you have any ideas we would be very open to them, as well as any donations of materials or plants to enhance the area 
further.   

Mrs Fran Van Lambaart Please note that Canteen will be 
held at LUNCHTIME next week 

(for the first half hour only) 



ABSENCES  
 

It is the Department and our School’s policy that when a child is absent we must receive an explanation either verbal, 
a note or a phone call at the time of absence. Why not try our online option via  our website for notifying us! 

We would appreciate your cooperation with this. 
In accordance with Department policy, emails are sent on a daily  basis for all students who have unexplained ab-
sences and then if an explanation isn’t received we must make a phone call, on the day, to have these explained. 

 
 

NOVEMBER 
Friday 30th Transition 10am-11am 

DECEMBER 
Tuesday 4th End Of Year Event 6pm 
Wednesday 5th Helper’s Morning Tea 10.45am-11.30am 

Friday 7th Transition 10am-11am 
Monday 10th—Friday 14th Y6 Celebration Week 

Tuesday 11th Orientation Day 9.30am-1.20pm 
                       Y6 Graduation 
Friday 21st LAST DAY TERM 4       1.30pm finish 

Buses will run to this timetable 
 

2019 
JANUARY 

Wednesday 30th First Day for all students INCLUDING 
Foundation Students 

DIARY DATES 

Payments Due 
 
Yr6 Celebration Week                 Friday November 30th 

 
Payments Overdue 

Yr 6 2019 Jacket and Polo      Tuesday November 23rd 

HELPERS MORNING TEA 
We would love to say thank you for the help you have given 

us this year 
Invitations have been sent out. 

 
Please RSVP by November 30th to assist us with catering. 

 
END OF YEAR EVENT 

 
All classes are currently practising their item for our End of Year Event. This year the theme is 
an “Aussie Christmas” and will take place on 4th December starting at 6:00pm sharp. We are 

investing in a much larger sound system for the event this year – a heavy financial            
commitment thanks to the  School Council Finance Committee – so hopefully the issues with 
being able to hear the children during the event will be overcome. However, the staff have 

respectfully requested that the audience please refrain from talking during the performances 
as this has been an ongoing problem contributing to the inability of parents and visitors being 

able to hear adequately. I would also appeal to parents to ensure that  children (including    
toddlers and high school students) refrain from playing on the playground equipment and/or 
bouncing balls on the basketball courts as in the past this has also contributed to the sound 

problems.  
 

 For those that have not experienced the End of Year Event before, it takes place on the    
decking in front of the 2/3 portable classrooms and families either bring along deck chairs or 

picnic rugs and a BYO picnic dinner if you would like.  
Drinks and ice creams are for sale on the night. 

 
 It should be a very enjoyable evening and a great way to celebrate the end, of what has 

been, a very busy year! 



HEAD LICE 
 

There have been a number of cases of head 
lice   reported in the school. It is important to 

combat this problem.  
The only way to do this is if everyone checks 
their children’s hair regularly and treat it ap-
propriately.    If everyone does this we stand 
a better chance of eradicating the problem. 
Treatment usually needs to be applied at 

 
SICK CHILDREN 

 
As well as the many colds that are around there are 
also currently many cases of gastro in the school.  

Gastroenteritis is highly contagious.  

Please keep students home who 
are  exhibiting any symptoms or 

are complaining of feeling unwell. 
  Library News 

 
Congratulations to 56H 

for having no overdue books this week. AGAIN!!! 

 

Riddle: I only increase and never decrease. What am I? 

Growing older or growing up?  
Growing up requires effort and sometimes courage, but 
generally results in increased trust, responsibilities and 
freedoms. 
In this time of transition and change, now is a great op-
portunity to discuss with your child how the level of 
trust, responsibility and freedom change as you grow up. 
In Kindergarten for example, it may be that if you show 
grown up behaviour you may get the responsibility of 
getting the paints out of the cupboard (a very exciting 
job!). In Grade 6, it may be the responsibility of talking in 
front of the entire school at Assembly.  
What responsibilities does your 
 child want to earn next year? 
 
 

Answer: Your age! 



 

A Reminder………………. 
 
That if you have changed your email address you will need to     
resubscribe to our Newsletter mailing list. You can do this via the 
link on our website. 

Please note that it is an expectation that students who attend 
sporting events,  representing our school, should remain at the 
event to support their team! 

ATTENTION PARENTS  
We would respectfully ask that every person who comes onto the school grounds between 
the hours of 9:15am and 3:15pm does so through the main office to ensure that we know 
who is on the school grounds at all times. We would ask for your cooperation as parents to 
ensure that if you have a message for your child or an item that needs to be delivered to the  
classroom that you ask the office staff to pass it on rather than interrupt the class and/or the 
teacher during  instruction time.  Anyone without a WWCC lanyard or Visitors badge will 
be  redirected to the front office.  

Your feedback is important to us. If you have a concern or 
would like to raise a complaint as a parent, please speak to the 
classroom teacher in the first instance, Team leader in the   
second instance (ie: F-1: Jodie Watt, Grade 2-3:  Kimberly 
Feher, Grade 4-6:  Jacqui Cutler).  Otherwise, please contact 
the   Principal Mrs Fran Van Lambaart by calling the office to    
arrange an appointment.  

CHILD SAFE STANDARDS 
 

Nar Nar Goon Primary School is committed to child safety. We want children to be safe, happy and empowered. We support and respect 
all children, as well as our staff and  volunteers. We are committed to the safety, participation and empowerment of all children. We 
have zero tolerance of child abuse, and all allegations and safety concerns will be treated very seriously and consistently with our robust 
policies and procedures. If you would like more information please go to the ‘Wellbeing’ or ‘Policies’ tab on our website where you will 
find our Child Safe Policy and/or further information and resources go to: www.education.vic.gov.au/protect  

IMPORTANT INFORMATION STUDENT SUPERVISION 
 

Please be aware that staff are on yard duty in the playground 
from 8:45 am  before school  and  until 3:45 pm after school.     
Students travelling on late buses are supervised in the Multi 
Purpose Room after school until the final bus leaves. For your 
own child’s safety it is recommended that children do not arrive 
at school before 8:45 am.  

WORKING WITH CHILDREN CHECK 
 

A reminder that EVERY HELPER in our school must wear their Working With Children 
Card on one of our visitor lanyards, or a visitors badge when helping in our school. 

This could be for reading helpers, sport helpers, classroom helpers, PAFA friends etc. 
This is policy in our school and we will be  monitoring this diligently. 

 Remember, it is not only for the safety of our children, but protection for  yourself. 
Our students have also been instructed to look for these. 

 
Also when signing in please sign in your toddlers too,                                   just in case 

PLEASPLEASE NOTE THAT PAYMENTS FOR BOOK CLUB  
CANNOT BE ACCEPTED AT THE SCHOOL.  

      ALL ORDERS AND PAYMENTS MUST BE DONE ONLINE-
NOCASH ORDERS CANNOT BE ACCEPTED BY THE SCHOOL 

 
2019 BOOK SALES 

 
Book sales for next year will 

begin on 
 Tuesday, December 11th 

(Orientation Day) 
and will end on the last day of 

school,  
Friday, December 21st at 1.30pm. 

 
After this, the next day for          

purchasing books will be Tuesday, 
January 29th 2019 from 9am-1pm,   

or Wednesday, January 30th 
(Students first day—including 

Foundation students) 

 
Please refer to the Parent Payment 

and Voluntary Contributions for 2019 
notice that has been sent home.  

 



PARENTS AND FRIENDS ASSOCIATION 

    **LAST WEDNESDAY CANTEEN FOR THIS YEAR** 

 

Special Christmas treats will be available! 
All treats will be 50cents each.  

Thank you to Jackie S & Kylie M for organising our weekly canteen this year.  
It’s a huge commitment to provide the students yummy snacks each week – everyone has loved what you have done 

and were excited to see what was on offer each week - so many thanks to you both & to your helpers! 
 

**CHRISTMAS RAFFLE** 

 

The Raffle will be drawn at the End of Year Event with many fantastic prizes to win.  
If you would like to purchase some extra tickets, more booklets are available in the Office. 

Please return all sold tickets & money to school by  
Friday 30th November 

 
**FINAL PAFA MEETING FOR 2018** 

This Friday 30th November, we are having our final meeting for 2018 where we will be wrapping up this year ’s activ-
ities and also setting a date for our AGM in 2019. 

If you would like to come along or if you wish to express your interest in joining us next year, we are meeting in the 
Staff Room at 2.15pm. 

 
**FACEBOOK PAGE 

Join the  
Nar Nar Goon Primary School – Parents & Friends Group  

as another way to stay informed and up to date with the activities and events happening within the School. 
(*this is a closed group only available to parents/carers with current students at the school*)  

  LATE ARRIVALS             
       

42 
EARLY LEAVERS 

16 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fox M 
Lily P 

Olivia D 
Aurelia L 
Louise C 

 

                    
                    Please note 

This week’s canteen  
will be run for the first 30minutes      

of LUNCHTIME  





 
Student Banking 

 
A message from your  

School Banking Co-ordinator 
 

If your child has collected 10            
Dollarmites tokens and would like to   
redeem them for a School Banking       

reward item this term, please fill in your 
child’s redemption slip and bring it 

along to one of our School Banking days 
before 30 November 2018.  

This will ensure the reward item will   
arrive before the school holidays.  

Our final School Banking day for 2018 is 
Wednesday 12th December.  

Any Dollarmites tokens that are not   
redeemed this year can be used in 

2019. 




